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Abstract: This work addresses a review of a book Writing Analytically. The book
presents a number of issues related to improving the writing of scientific research and
academic work in light of the requirements of academic stages and various fields of
scientific publishing. This book is primarily concerned with providing rich material for
academic writing in English.
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Introduction

Writing Analytically is a book authored by David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen
from College Muhlenberg. This description and evaluation of the book reviews the
sixth edition, published in 2012 by Wadsworth. In this paper, the book will be reviewed
in light of the principles of analytical writing mentioned throughout the book itself.

The book consists of three units. Under each unit a certain number of chapters
appear. The first and the second units consist of seven chapters, while the third unit
includes five chapters. The first unit focuses on introducing analytical writing methods
and how the mind deals with the principle of analysis. The second unit deals with the
application of analytical writing and issues related to that application. In the third unit,
the significant techniques that are used for analytical writing are displayed with some
clarifications about those techniques.

In conclusion, Writing Analytically is a book designed for students interested in
academic writing. The design of the book shows its suitability primarily for teaching
analytical writing at the college level. However, the book embraces the challenge of
developing writing in general, whether such writing belongs to an academic field or

not.

The Book’s Approach

Because the book is mainly interested in the qualification and development of
analytical writing among students, the applied approach has been adopted in its content.
Therefore, the units and chapters of the book were not arranged alphabetically, but
rather logically. As the book itself points out, each chapter emanates from the previous
chapter(s). The content in this book assists the learner to master the skills characterizing
good analytical writing gradually.

There are two remarkable features that characterize this book. First, it introduces
the correct ways of writing in the form of sequential steps. Second, it mentions some
examples of writing mistakes relating to the subject covered in each part. This approach
qualifies the book to be primarily educational. In addition to what being mentioned, the
book uses simple language and common vocabulary. This facilitates the possibility for

students for whom English is not their mother tongue to benefit from the book.
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Furthermore, in order to achieve the objectives of the book, some practical exercises
are included at the end of each chapter, which allows the reader (student) to practice
the writing principles discussed in that chapter.

Given the close connection between analytical writing and thinking, the book
implicitly adopts some philosophical theories. One of the most prominent of these
theories is knowledge theory (epistemology). Therefore, it can be said that the book is
based on scientific and logical foundations simultaneously. It is, thus, natural to focus
on the enhancement of thinking skills through academic writing, which is one of the

most important cognitive skills to be acquired especially by academic writers.

Content Overview

In the first unit, the book is concerned with the presentation of the analytical
concept for the mind. It thus presents possible analytical methods as they are illustrated
within the seven chapters in this unit. This chapter first discusses the importance of
writing as an effective tool in developing thinking. To make the question of analysis
clear, the authors identified four determinants of analytical writing. In addition, issues
related to analytical writing that faculty members want to be familiar with are
explained. One of the important things a student should be careful about is avoiding
personal reactions in writing. Also, writer should take into account the logical
arrangement: analysis, argument, and position. This chapter did not overlook the
inevitable impact that the introduction of technology, specifically the Internet, has on
writing. The authors therefore consider it important to convince students of the
importance of traditional writing by citing some justification for that importance. One
reason is that traditional writing is a method for developing logical and in-depth
thinking. It is therefore important that the authors conclude the first chapter of this unit
by referring to the difference between academic writing and other types of writing.

Chapters two, three and four contain an overview of the analysis tools in
academic writing. Besides, they show how to utilize these tools in writing to gain better
thinking and gradually improve it. One of these effective tools is the activity called
Notice and Focus, which requires a deep focus in the data while gradually narrowing

the range of thinking in that data. This exercise will help the student establish the skills
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of analytical thinking, which then leads to analytical writing. Also, the method called
Heuristic is displayed in which the observation is then organized and interpreted by
asking questions such as: What opposes what? And what frequent? The fourth chapter
aims to delve further into the levels of analysis. Therefore, the number of analytical
strategies such as: Passage-Based Focused Freewriting, Reformulating Binaries, and
Looking for Difference within Similarity. After presenting the tools that help the writer
to develop the analytical thinking and writing, the chapter explores in detail the types
of analytical writings of texts that are read in the last chapters of the first unit.
Descriptions and interpretations, for example, are among the most prominent types. The
aim of this section is to help the academic writer go beyond the stage that these
interpretations are influenced by personal opinions.

In the second unit, the authors move to a new phase in more detail about
analytical writing. This unit includes guidelines for the academic writer on how to use
evidence and claims. Chapter eight, in this unit, explains that the use of evidence should
help to refine and develop ideas rather than merely prove that they are correct. In
addition, claims often need evidence to support them. However, it is important that the
writer has the skill to distinguish between evidence and claim. Authors, therefore,
provide some examples to illustrate how to differentiate between evidence and claim.
Itis also important that the writer must has a skill of how to choose the appropriate type
of used evidence such as experimental evidence and textual evidence.

Because the thesis constitutes a key, essential element of academic writing, this
second unit displays a broad explanation of good as well as inadequate thesis
statements. The manner of description used by the authors to discuss the thesis tends to
provide more of a practical than an abstract explanation. To illustrate, there are six steps
suggested by the authors to develop a good thesis. The linkage in these steps is clear
from what was mentioned earlier about evidence and the thesis. On the other hand, the
authors indicate two types of weak theses and how to avoid or fix those weaknesses.
This chapter concludes by discussing some important issues for researchers such as
sources, citing, plagiarism and the four documentation styles. When these issues are

conveyed, they are linked to the concept of analysis. For example, there are six
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strategies stated in chapter thirteen on source analysis. The authors revealed that these
issues are intended to serve researchers in their research papers.

In unit three, the authors concentrate broadly on the general forms of analytical
writing in academic disciplines. Chapter fifteen explains that the protocols of academic
writing are not to restrict the writer's creativity, but rather an orderly way of
encouraging creativity. One of the applications of these protocols pertains to the matter
of the deduction, where the book illustrates how to draw various outlines of the
deduction format to begin and to end a paper. The deduction at the end of the paper is
an idea that has evolved through the application of the principle deduction itself. This
detail also applies to Induction which begins with the observation of a particular
situation or case, and then ends with the formation of a particular opinion about that
situation or case.

In addition, chapter fifteen addresses the topic of comparison and contrast as an
important rhetorical strategy in analytical writing. The importance of this strategy is
reflected in the need to make a certain impact on the audience by shaping its thinking
towards a specific direction. Furthermore, the authors are keen to clarify some of the
rhetorical methods that strengthen the good relationship between the reader and the
writer. As an example, the way the paragraph is formulated and its length are key
elements in this relationship. The authors note, for instance, that the long paragraph is
heavy on the reader while the short paragraph helps the reader to understand a writer’s
concepts more easily. But in this case, it is important for the author to be aware that the
paragraphs’ contents are relevant to general idea of the writer’s topic and the length of
paragraph is reasonable.

In chapter sixteen, the authors attempt to solve some of the problems that are
sometimes inherent in the introductions and conclusions of many academic writers’
written work. The problem is that writers often invest a great effort in the introduction
while reducing the effort they spend on the conclusion. Also, writers’ misconceptions
about introductions and conclusions lead them to formulate introductions wrongly. For
example, some writers are interested in solving problems in the introduction rather than

just raising them, whereas the conclusions should be do more than just summarize the
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contents of the paper. This chapter provides a detailed narrative of this subject in the
light of academic disciplines.

The final chapters address in detail the important cosmetic issues in analytical
writing, including, for example, word choice (It is or There is), punctuation rules, and
grammar. The authors provide useful examples of the more common errors and how to
correct them. They believe that this is the best way to overcome the problem of making
mistakes in writing. In summary, there is a close correlation between the form of writing

and the strength of the sentence's structure and the writer's thoughts.

Reflection

Throughout the chapters of the book, student writers will notice that assignments
provided at the end of each chapter are coordinated with the instruction to allow
students to effectively apply the pedagogical instructions. As a graduate student, | can
say that this book deserves to be a permanent reference along with an APA style
manual. This book will serve as a road map for producing a research paper based on
solid writing pedagogy. Despite the many advantages of this book, one disadvantage is
that the book sometimes abbreviates examples of one type of mistakes that occur in
writing at the expense of other examples that perhaps should be mentioned.

Generally, reading this book added new and unique writing concepts to me. |
understand now why some teachers' corrections are so accurate. | have also learned that
analytical writing is completely different from other types of writing and require
significant time and effort to master. Analytical writing also relies on logical thinking

rather than emotional thinking.
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