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Abstract: This action research aimed to find out the impact of using the
"Reading Progress" application on the development of reading fluency in the
English language among secondary school students, 35 female students from
the first year of secondary school (common first year) participated in the
research experiment, they were divided into two groups: The experimental
group (15 students) was applied to the intervention of using the Reading
Progress application, and the control group (20 students) did not use the
application, and the research tool was an oral test applied to the experimental
and control groups before and after the intervention with the experimental
group, and the reading fluency of the experimental group students was
evaluated to compare its results with the results of the oral test, and the results
of the research revealed a positive effect of using the Reading Progress
application in developing reading fluency among the experimental group
students, and therefore the research recommends the use of the application in
the development of reading fluency In English and conduct many researches on

different stages of education.
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Summary

Introduction

Learning English helps to meet the challenges of the times, continuous
knowledge and technical revolutions, and the process of acquiring English
depends on four basic skills: listening skill, speaking skill, reading skill, and
writing skill, through which the individual can communicate with others, and
the higher the level of skill, the clearer and stronger communication (Zailai,
2009), and reading fluency is a necessary skill that must be developed and
evaluated while teaching English language skills, Rasplica & Cummings (2013)
defined literacy as the ability to read connected text quickly, accurately and
expressively, and in doing so there is no significant cognitive effort associated

with decoding words on texts.

Reading fluency aims to provide students with the correct meanings of
what is read when they can quickly and accurately identify the written symbols,
and also aims to provide more opportunities for students to practice reading
correctly by being able to read different texts smoothly and comprehension, and
move from a reading level to a higher level and thus develop the skills of
thinking, proper pronunciation, social interaction, community participation,

idea generation, and the ability to grow and innovate (Breznitz, 2006).

Many studies have confirmed that the development of reading fluency in
the English language is of great importance, such as the Ramadan study
(Ramadan, 2016), which aimed to determine the effectiveness of using the
proposed integrative reading strategy for English as a foreign language in
developing oral reading fluency and vocabulary acquisition, and the results
revealed that the proposed integrative reading strategy is remarkably effective

in developing oral reading fluency skills and vocabulary acquisition for the
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experimental group, and Diab's study aimed(Diab, 2015) To verify the
effectiveness of a proposed program based on Ingelman's corrective reading in
developing reading fluency skills among English language students in the
College of Education, and the results indicated that the proposed program was
effective in developing the reading skills of English as a foreign language
among students, as the study of El-Garawany (2010) To know the effects of
repetitive reading strategies in the development of oral reading fluency and
reading comprehension among potential teachers of English as a foreign
language at the Faculty of Education, Menoufia University, the results revealed
that repetitive reading strategies have an impact, through the achievement of
students of the experimental group high results in oral reading fluency and

reading comprehension.

In light of the progress in life, it is necessary to respond to technical
development and progress, and many studies have confirmed that learning
English with the help of technology is useful in increasing the efficiency and
effectiveness of learning, retaining information and language skills for a longer
time, ease of access and application, and increasing motivation and institutional
efficiency (e.g.: Domingo, 2007; Hubbard, 2009; Ismail, Al-Awidi, &
Almekhlafi, 2012; Yusof, 2012), as confirmed by Mallardi (Mallareddy, 2011)
that the use of e-learning with its various techniques in learning languages in
general and in learning English in particular achieves many benefits that
provide creative teaching methods for learners, abandoning traditional
education and making it more flexible, and technical applications in general in
teaching English help reduce student awe in traditional classes, helping students
who suffer from shyness and hesitation to overcome this barrier, and work to

improve language communication, Learning language and language skills
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through repetitive practices is a positive way to master the skill and achieve the
highest possible results.

Search problem

Based on the practice of the teacher - the researcher in the current
research - to teach English at the secondary stage, she noticed a decrease in the
level of students in reading skill and in the results of their oral tests, as well as
a noticeable decrease in their reading fluency, which necessitated conducting

action research aimed at developing the reading fluency skill of students.

Based on what the researcher's reading revealed in previous studies (such
as: Domingo, 2007; Hubbard, 2009; Ismail et al., 2012; Mallareddy, 2011;
Yusof, 2012) of the impact of technology on teaching English, she tried to
search for techniques related to reading skills to detect their impact on the
development of reading fluency, and found that the application of reading
progresslt is an application designed to support and track reading fluency in the
classroom and its impact can be tested in this research. Thus, the research

problem could be formulated in the following question:

"What is the effect of using the "Reading Progress” application on
developing reading fluency in the English language among first-year secondary

students (common first year)?"
Research Objective

The research aims to find out the impact of using the "Reading Progress"
application on the development of reading fluency in the English language

among first-year secondary students (common first year).
Procedural Plan

Research Methodology:
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The research followed the model of action research, which is defined by
Frans (Ferrance, 2000) a disciplined survey carried out by the teacher in the
context of the educational environment in order to familiarize the research with
his practices and help him change them in the future (p.2). Since this type of
research - according to Payne (2008) - follows various research methodologies
in addition to the experimental methodology, in this research the experimental
methodology based on the quasi-experimental design with the experimental and
control groups was followed, where the oral test was applied to the
experimental and control groups before the intervention was implemented, and
then the intervention was carried out on the students of the experimental group,
which is the use of the Reading Progress application as an assessment tool for
reading fluently., a Microsoft Teams for Education product, a free tool built
into Microsoft Teams that helps students practice reading fluently, reading a
clip aloud while recording video or audio, then transferring their recordings to
the teacher as assignments in the Microsoft Teams app, and tracking their
progress over time in the Insights tab . While the control group used the usual
method in assessing reading fluently, then the oral test was applied later, and

the reading fluency skills were represented in the application as follows:
1. Reading level: Its indicator is the number of words per minute.

2. Number of attempts: The indicator is the number of attempts to train in

reading fluently.

3. Pronunciation sensitivity: Its indicator is the strictness of pronunciation
by automatic detection during listening and the assessment of errors

with high, medium and low.

4. Accuracy rate: Its indicator is the number of entries, mispronunciation,

repetitions, and forgetting words.
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Search Procedure

1.

After selecting the sample (35 first-year secondary students), and
dividing them into two experimental groups (15 students) and a control
group (20 students), the experimental group was trained on how to use
the Reading Progress application in Microsoft Teams.

The oral test for the English language subject was applied before the
experimental and control groups on Sunday 29/6/1444 AH - 22/1/2023
AD, and the test scores were monitored, (an oral test carried out in the
classroom by the teacher, and the Reading Progress application was

used, as an assessment tool for reading fluently).

The experiment began on Monday 1/7/1444 AH - 23/1/2023 AD, where
the students of the experimental group were directed to use the Reading
Progress application in Microsoft Teams, after each English lesson for
reading during the experiment period, while the control group is

evaluated during the lesson only, and the experiment lasted three weeks.

The oral test for the English language subject was applied
dimensionally for the experimental and control groups on Sunday
21/7/1444 AH - 12/2/2023 AD, and the test scores were monitored.

The results of the application were monitored Reading Progress, to be

compared with the results of the tests of the experimental group.

The educational supervisor was briefed on the experiment and the

results reached.

The results were analyzed and the results of the pre-application of the
oral test were compared with the results of the post-application, and the

experimental group was compared with the results of the control group,
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as well as the results of the post-oral test of the experimental group were
compared with the results of the evaluation of the Reading Progress

application.
8. Conclusions and recommendations were made.
Results:

To answer the research question: "What is the effect of using the Reading
Progress application on the development of reading fluency in the English
language among first year secondary students (common first year)?", A
comparison was made between the scores of the students of the experimental
and control groups before and after using arithmetic averages and percentages,
and it was found that there was a difference between the scores of the
experimental group before and after, as it increased by 35.34%, and the average
average score for the experimental group before 62.66%, and the average
average score after using the application became 98%, while there was no
difference in the control group only 2.5%, so the average average score for the
control group was 64. 5%, and the average score became 67.75%, and the
research found that the use of the Reading Progress application had an impact
on the development of reading fluency in the English language among first-

year secondary students of the experimental group.
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